
Tracking of a weightshift hangglider  
during aerotow by single line release 

(translated from  the DHV website http://www.dhv.de/) 
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1. Hangglider in straight line behind tug 

TUG 

Pulling direction and glider axis are in line 

Towing release = pull centre 

Hangpoint  

2. Glider diverts from track 

TUG 

Towline attachment is along  the longitudinal axis,  
hangglider turns into pull direction! 

Towing release = pull centre 

Hangpoint  

Small corrective moment  
(positive rotation mo-
ment) through pull on the 
rope, without any control 
input. Pilots body is in 
the centre of the control 
frame!  
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3. Pilot weightshifts into pulling direction 

TUG 

The pilot weightshifts to the right,  
taking the towpoint to the right as well,  

which provokes a further deviation of the glider to the left. 

Towing release =  
pull centre 

Hangpoint  

The pilots weightshift 
input clearly induces a 
yaw inpulse which  
amplifies the divergence.  
(Negative turning mo-
ment) through towing 

 

4. weightshift with legs-only  
without displacing  upper body 

TUG 

Towing release = pull centre 

Hangpoint 

Small corrective moment 
through release position 
on glider axis 

Heading correction  
by sideways  
displacement of the 
legs.  
Upper body (with re-
lease) remains in the 
axis of the glider) 
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